
 1 

                                            April 2019 Homily 

      

     It was an interesting couple of days for the disciples.  They had just watched their Teacher, 

who they were convinced was the long awaited for Messiah, executed.  Now, they were 

hiding in fear in the Upper Room.  I often wonder what they were discussing.  Were they 

trying to figure out how to get out of Jerusalem before they suffered the same fate as Jesus?  

Maybe they were wondering if they should just go back to their old lives?  Maybe the last few 

years with Jesus was just a big waste of time.  That probably would have been my opinion. 

     Whatever the disciples were discussing ended quickly when Jesus showed up in the middle 

of their locked room.  He had risen from the dead and quickly proved it to them by showing 

them the evidence of what he had just been through.  We can all imagine the joy they must 

have felt, but then Jesus said something that would have made them stop and wonder.  What 

did he mean by, “As the Father has sent me, so I send you”?  It is interesting that they so 

motivated by Jesus’ message that they were in the same place a week later.  The only 

difference was that Thomas was with them. 

     Making the transition from student to teacher or from a novice to an expert is never easy.  

It is especially difficult when the teacher is no longer around.  What we hear in today’s gospel 

is the beginning of the Church.  Jesus’ mission is done, and he is returning to the Father.  It 

will now be the mission of his sometimes clueless disciples to take his place.  The disciples 

are not being left alone however.   

     Jesus reveals something quite incredible in the few words he spoke to his disciples on that 

first visit.  He is not going to be solely responsible for the spread of the gospel message.  His 

disciples are now going to be as equally responsible.  They would have the same 
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responsibilities to him as he had to the Father.  That is a sobering thought.  That statement 

Jesus made is not just limited to the apostles.  It was meant for all of his believers, including 

us.  Jesus needs his followers, the Church, to spread his Gospel message.  This is not a 

responsibility to be left to the clergy, regardless of what the clergy or anyone else may have 

tried to say in the past.  Paul tells us in his First Letter to the Corinthians and the Ephesians 

that the Church, or us, is the Body of Christ.  Jesus needs us. 

     In the same way, we need Jesus.  In order to have a message worth proclaiming, one needs 

a reliable source.  We can have no more reliable source then the risen Jesus.  In today’s gospel 

reading, he gives us our marching orders.  He has performed his part of God’s plan.  The 

apostles now have the Truth.  They may not totally realize it yet.  The Holy Spirit will soon 

come and bring all of it together. 

     We are the product of their success.  We can see the very beginning of this successful 

journey in our reading from Acts.  The reading describes the Apostles as esteemed, adding 

many believers to their ranks, and performing signs and wonders; including the curing of the 

sick.  Many of the sick hoped that only Peter’s shadow would pass over them.  Doesn’t all of 

this sound familiar?  “As the Father has sent me, so I send you.”  The Holy Spirit was truly at 

work in the Apostles.  We received that same Spirit in Baptism, and to whatever extent we 

can, it is now our role to spread the Gospel message in word and deed.  It is not a 

responsibility we can leave to others.  We are as important as the Apostles were in our own 

area of influence. 

     This sounds like a lot and it is, but we don’t have to be perfect.  The Holy Spirit can work 

with imperfect disciples.  Peter denied Jesus.  Thomas didn’t believe he rose from the dead. 

Other disciples argued over who was the greatest.  They all played an important role though in 
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the beginning of the mission.  What we must do though is learn, and not strictly in an 

intellectual way but also in an experiential way, what the message of Jesus is all about.   

     There are so many different ways to do this, and one person’s way of learning may not 

work for someone else.  The Church offers us one unique window into this message today.  

Today, the Second Sunday of Easter, is Divine Mercy Sunday.  Just before the beginning of 

World War II, Jesus appeared to a nun in Poland named Sister, now saint, Faustina.  He 

revealed to her the great mercy that is abundantly available to humanity through his Passion.  

Saint John Paul II was so touched by this message that he stated, “Apart from the mercy of 

God, there is no other source of hope for mankind.”   

     The bottom line of this message is that God’s love for us, his mercy on us, is greater than 

any sin we can commit.  Can there be a more beautiful message that we can carry to others?  

Through prayer, God wants us to call on him and ask for this great mercy.  He wants us to 

trust in Him and to know that He is always with us.  Finally and as Jesus sent his apostles out, 

God wants us to take the mercy he provides to us and share it with those who need it most.  

We must extend God’s love and forgiveness to others. 

     The world continues to be in desperate need of God’s mercy.  There is no shortage of ways 

to do this either.  My suggestion is that Chapter 25 of Matthew’s gospel is a perfect blueprint 

for sharing God’s mercy with others.  I was hungry, and you gave me food.  I was thirsty, and 

you gave me drink.  I was a stranger, and you welcomed.  I had nothing to wear, and you 

clothed me.  I was ill, and you cared for me.  I was in prison, and you visited me.  I bet all of 

us can think of a time when we have done the above for someone else.  Always know that we 

can make a big difference in someone else’s life by showing just a little of God’s mercy.  We 

have that opportunity again in our second collection today for our Haiti outreach program.  I 
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have learned through experience to never underestimate either the smallest donation or the 

smallest investment in time.  Our influence for good is greater than we can ever conceive. 

     In some ways, assisting strangers can be an easy way to extend God’s mercy.  What about 

situations that hit a little closer to home?  Are there family members or former friends that we 

no longer talk to?  We may even have legitimate reasons for why we cut off a relationship.  

Remember though that the mercy we are sharing came through Jesus’ death on the cross for 

us.  As Paul says, he died for us while we were still sinners.  Reaching out may not change 

these difficult situations, but know that when you reach out and share God’s mercy, the Holy 

Spirit is working.  All can be resolved, but it is on God’s time. 

     I would like to end with an example of God’s mercy in action.  In the spring of 1972, 

Richard Moore was a ten year old boy growing up in the Northern Irish town of Derry.  There 

had been a lot of violence that year between protesters, terrorist groups, and the British army- 

part of the “Troubles” in Northern Ireland.  As him and his friends were coming home from 

school, he was hit in the bridge of the nose by a rubber bullet fired from a British outpost.  He 

lost one eye and was left totally blind in another. 

     Richard and his parents could easily have descended into the hatred and violence that was 

so prevalent in those days. Instead, they reacted out of mercy.  He continued with his 

schooling, graduated from college, and started a family.  He founded Children in Crossfire 

that helps families in Ethiopia and Tanzania to break the cycle of poverty.  He has met popes 

and is friends with the Dalai Lama who helps support his work in Africa.  After 33 years, he 

met the soldier who fired that bullet to personally convey his forgiveness and that he never 

bore him any ill will.  In reflecting on the meeting afterward, Richard said his experience was 
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beyond words.  He realized that it was possible to meet someone who had hurt him so much 

and to actually like him and to care about him. 

     That is taking the divine mercy won by Jesus for us on the cross and sharing it with others.  

May we reach out to all those in need of God’s love and mercy.  As the Father has sent me, so 

I send you.                                                                             


